What is Happening to Neurosurgeons Everywhere
The world has changed, and is still changing.
Major Changes in World Politics in the Last Half-Century
World politics have changed in the last half of the 20th century, with the resolution of major wars; the end of the Cold War; the collapse of the communist system; the rise of individual freedom; and the challenge to autocracy locally, nationally, and in ternationally. As countries have prospered, more people want to become physicians and neurosur geons, professions that engender greater respect and better financial reward than many others do. The Effect of the Failure of the Japanese Economy
The failure of the Japanese economy has also af fected people around the world, including neu rosurgeons.
Japan has the second largest economy in the world and is the major source of investment in Asian countries.
Because Japanese banks had made some of the risky loans to other Asian businesses, they lost a great deal of money when the economies of these countries failed. The problem with Asian lending practices is that they are based on friend ship rather than performance.
Until very recently, there has been little movement in Japan to alter the rules governing banks that loan money to others. Now with huge public investments, the economic crisis in Japan seems to be reversing itself. This is another example of governments and businesses failing both in one country, Japan, and on a The desire to make money &mdash; the new materialism&mdash; has become more important than principles or idealism.
The fundamentalist movements worldwide express a desire to adhere to "old ways," as a reaction to this newly found materialism.
Yet, the compulsion to make money has seeped into eve ry facet of peoples' lives. The influence of western culture, from blue jeans to movies, has spread around the world and has been adapted to different societies. However, this influence began to diminish after the end of the Cold War, which polarized the world, as these other societies declared their in dividuality from the western world. You do something for me, and I will do something for you.
The second rule of politics, and the most difficult for a neurosurgeon to learn is:
Be satisfied with 50%, and come back for the rest later.
You cannot get everything you want immediately.
You must compromise but persist to gain what you desire!
Goals for Medicine
What we need as a goal in medicine throughout the world is to provide the best health care for the largest number of people at the lowest cost. This goal is the most practical, reasonable, yet idealistic goal we can all strive to achieve. It is the essence of the profes sion of medicine. When we sell our medical souls to the business principle of making money, the public's respect for the profession of medicine will sink to the level of its disrespect for the business com munity. The profession of medicine and all it means to us and our patients will be lost. We must never lose sight of the principle that The national neurosurgical societies should form a Planning Committee to evaluate the problems facing neurosurgery. The Planning Committee would a) consult economists to develop economic forecasts for the future of medicine, neurosurgery, and health care for Japan; b) consult business leaders and law yers to obtain advice on organizing as a society to become politically influential; c) visit other coun tries to learn how other neurosurgeons and specialists have solved similar problems; d) work with representatives of the government as partners in solving these problems; and e) utilize the talent and connections of the neurosurgeons in Japan who are influential in the business and political com munity to advance the goals of neurosurgery. The Planning Committee should develop a strategic plan for the improvement of health care and neurosur gery in Japan. The neurosurgical societies should become more powerful. It is probably inefficient and economical ly unjustified to have more than one national neu rosurgical society representing neurosurgeons. This single society needs the support of all neurosur geons and should represent the voice of neurosur gery in Japan. It is crucial that the leadership of this society be those people who are best qualified to hold this position. This is the most important deci sion to be made; it will affect the outcome of all of this planning. If the appropriate leaders are not selected, neurosurgeons and their patients will ulti mately suffer and the goals of the strategic plan will never be achieved.
The national society (or societies) needs to discuss these problems and their solutions at the local and national meetings where all can participate. Neu rosurgeons must be educated to work as a group to achieve their goals. Each neurosurgeon should be required to devote one hour a week to the national neurosurgical society to maintain membership in the society and be recognized as a certified neu rosurgeon. He/she must contribute to the plans and programs of the society for the improvement of neurosurgery in Japan. This required service would include committee meeting work, participation in public education, or other activities considered es sential to the society's strategic plan. Ultimately ev ery neurosurgeon must understand that they must participate in solving the health care problem and also helping neurosurgery and their own careers.
We do not claim to be experts in the solution of these difficult health care problems facing us. Is it important to have a plan for your future or should you leave it to the politicians and business people to make one for you? The choice is up to you!
